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55 24.4 +1 the Right Honourable 
Sr RICHARD BROCAS, Kt. 
Loxp-Maror of the City of London; 


And to the Worſhipful 


70 HN BARBER, Eſq; 


AND 


Sir JOHN WILLIAMS, Kt. 


0 HERI rrs of London and Middle OX. 


HE Publication of this Diſcourſe is 
| entirely owing to your Lonxpsnie, and 
do you, GxnTLeMen: And therefore 
pardon the Freedom of the n volt 

uſt in ſome Meaſure be anſwerable to the 
orld for the Imperfections of it. Jou have 
already been pleaſed to declare your ſelves in its 
avour ; and to Honour me with your Ap- 
probation, when a Majority of the Court o 


Ader men expreſſed their Diſlike of what I had 
Hlrver'd fron the Pulpit. — | 
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DEDICATION. 
Ti now ſubmitted to the publickView, for 
which I make.no Apology, becauſe it is done at 
Your Requeſt ; and becauſe it would be bighly 
improper for me to urge any thing in my own 
Defence, after you have condeſcended to be my 
Advocates. Nor will I preſume to ſay, whence 
. the Diſlike of thoſe, who diſſente * You, 
proceeded,or on what Principles it was found. 
ed. But I am ſo far from being conſcious of 
Having advanced any Notions, which I ought 
to retrad or diſavow ; that I aſſure my ſelf 
there 1s nothing contain'd in this Sermon, but 
what 1s ſtrictly conformable to the Doctrines of 
the Church, and to the Laws of the Land. 
J am, with all poſſible Acknowledgment ani 
Gratitude, your LoxDSsRHI Ss, and Gex. 
TLEMEN, bf 


| Your moſt obliged and 


June 9. 1730. 13 moſt reſpectful Serv ant, 


JohN MippIErox 
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Ps ALM. cvi. 48. 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael from Ever- 


1 ſay, Amen. 

4 HE Royal Author of this Pſalm was very emi- 
It nent for offering pious Adorations and Thank(- 
lf giving to God. Hallelujahs and Anthems of 
ut Praiſe were the main Ingredients of his Devotion:: And 


it was his daily (I might ſay hourly) Exerciſe, grate- 
fully to commemorate the Bleflings of Heaven : Sever 
times a Day (ſays he, addreſſing himſelf to God) do 7 
praiſe thee, . becauſe of thy righteous Judgments *. 

He was ſo ſenſible of the Importance of this Duty, 


| your from God, (ſuch as the Removal of a Plague, or a De- 


Giver of all good Gifts. 


we ſhould be excited to pay our humble. Thankfulneſs 


* Pſal, cxix, 164. . 
B + 


laſting to Everlaſting, and let all the People 


that whenever he had receiv'd any Token of ſpecial Fa- 
| liverance from his Enemies, or the Reſtoration to his Throne). 
he was wont to compoſe an Hymn, or ſpiritual Song of 
Joy in Honour of the ſupreme Being, the Author and 


So that he has not only ſet us an Example, by which. 


- — — ————— — 222 2 


Th 
to the Creator and Governor of the World; but alſo 
richly furniſh'd us with many admirable Compoſures for 
that Purpoſe. 

In the Book of Pſalms, (aſcribed to him, as being the 
Author of the far greater Part) we find an ample Store 
of divine Exerciſes of every Kind; à noble Variety of 
fervent Supplications and Interceſſions for whatever con- 
cerns the Glory of God, and the Intereſt of Men : Abun- 
dance of holy Meditations exquiſitely fitted to ſtrengthen 
and improve in us Faith, Patience, Hope, and all other 
religious Virtues : Inſomuch, that there is no Condition 
of Life, to which a Man may be called, whether of Pro- 
ſperity or Adverſity, of Temptation or Deliverance, of 
Defeat or Victory, but he may meet in this Book with 
a Meditation ſuitable to it; by which he may ſanctify 
his Joy, or leſſen his Sorrow; quiet his Conſcience, and 
refreſh his Soul. | 

But there doth nothing occur more frequently in this 
Book, than pathetical Forms of magnifying the merci- 
tul Providence of God, and of acknowledging with 
Thankſgiving, the ſpecial Benefits which conſtantly flow'd 
from his infinite Goodneſs and Munificence. 


Out of this noble Fund may be ſupply'd the Wants 


of every Chriſtian ; who may collect from hence a pro- 


per Mode in which to expreſs his Gratitude to God, whe- 
ther for common, or for 8 Bleſſings. The Words 


of my Text are one of thoſe excellent Euchariſtical 
Forms, with which this Book does abound: And I have 


choſen them for the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe, be- 
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cauſe they naturally ſuggeſt ſuch Conſiderations, as are- 
ſaitable to the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity. Bleed 
| be the Lord God of Iſrael from Everlafting to Everlaſling, 
and let all ibe People ſay, Amen. 

What was the ſpecial Occaſion of this Pſalm doth not 
concern us to enquire: But to evince its Fitneſs to our 
preſent Purpoſe, permit me to obſerve, that it was un- 
doubtedly ſome general national Bleſſing which drew 
theſe grateful Acclamations from the Author, becauſe 
he ſummons all his Countrymen to join in them; Ble, 
ſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, and let all the People ſay, 
Amen, 

In treating on the Words, I propoſe, 


I. To conſider the Excellence and Obligation of this 
r of returning Praiſes and Thankſgivings unto 
8 1 

II. To enumerate thoſe common Bleſſings, which 
call for the conſtant and united Praiſes of all Man- 
kind. 155 

III. To remind you of thoſe favourable Allotments of 


Providence, for which theſe Nations are peculiarly 
obliged to be thankful. 


I. And Fir, for the Excellence and Obligation of 
| this Duty of returning Praiſes and Thankſgivings unto God. 
Gratitude is an amiable Virtue, as it imports the Humi- 
lity of him that pays it, and confeſſeth a Superiority in 
him to whom it is paid. I ſay, Gratitude is amiable on 
| B 2 this 


(8) 
this Score: For the moſt generous of Mankind, altho 
they confer Benefits without deſiring any real Requital, do 
yet expect a thankful Acknowledgment. 

That this is the common Opinion of the World, we 
may conclude from hence, that he who refuſeth ſuch a 
cheap and eaſy Return, who won't vouchſafe to own his 
Obligation, is look'd upon with general Abhorrence: 
And that Benefactor is not only juſtified, but applauded, 
who ſhall diſcontinue his Favours to the Man, that through 
his Ingratitude has render'd himſelf unworthy of them. 

Ingratitude is an odious and deteſtable Vice, as proceed- 
ing from Pride, the moſt odious and deteſtable Quality, 
When we ſee any one chargeable with this foul Guilt, we 
may conclude he thinks too highly of himſelf, and is too 
big to proclaim a Benefit, or to honour his Benefactor. 

Ingratitude is farther odious on this Account, that it is 
without Excuſe : Becauſe every Body has it in his Power 
to bleſs the liberal Hand, that has diſpenſed Good unto 
him; and the pooreſt Man cannot want the Means, by 
which to expreſs a grateful Senſe of the Kindneſs he has 
receiv'd. | "4; Dun 

Now, ſince many times this ſmall Tribute is all that is 
required, the more unpardonable is he, who will not rea- 

dily and chearfully pay it. | 
If then it be the Duty and the Honour of Men to be 
thankful for the trivial Favours which one may have re- 
ceiv'd from another; how much more ſo muſt it be, to 
give continual Thanks to God, who has dealt bountifully 
with them? Surely they ought to make His Praiſe glorious, 

| | j - 00 


(9) 
to whom they owe all the Comforts and Conveniencies of 
Life, and even Life itſelf. 

Almighty God is the univerſal and munificent Benefactor 
| of Mankind: And therefore they muſt lie under the fouleſt 
Imputation, who do not ſing Praiſes to the Honour of his 
Name, who do not zell of his laing Kindneſs in the Moru- 
ing, and of bis Truth in the Night Seaſin : Becauſe all that 
this good and bountiful God requires of ue, for the Bene- 
fits which he has done unto us, is a ſolemn Publication of 
04r Gratitude and His Praiſe. He demands not our Bulls 
and our Goats, or the Firſtlings of our Flocts: No, the 
Sacrifice of God is an humble and grateful Heart; and we 
then do him a more acceptable Service, when we render 
him the. Calves of our Lips, and employ the Breath which 
he gave us, in celebrating his Goodneſs, and advancing 
his Praiſe, 

Agreeable to this is the Declaration of our Royal and 
inſpired Author : will praiſe the Name of God with a 
Song, and will magnify him with Thankſgromg : This alſo 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord, better than a Bullock that hath Horns 
and Hoofs *. 

Beſides, the Reaſonableneſs of this Duty, which ap- 
pears from the Nature of the Thing ; the indiſpenſable 
Obligation of it is likewiſe clearly manifeſt from the pe- 
remptory Injunctions of Scripture, too numerous to be 
here recited : Let it ſuffice to quote that full, tho com- 
pendious Leſſon which St. Paul gives the Philippiaus: In 


* Pſal. Ixix. 3 f. 


every 


(1) 
every Thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thankſpiy- 
ing, let your Requeſts be made known unto God T. Mean- 
ing, that whenever we commend ourſelves and our Con- 
dition to God by Prayer, asking ſuch Things as we ſtand 
in need of, we ſhould not fail ro render him our devout 
Acknowledgments for the Mercies we have already re- 
cciv'd. | 

And the Equity of this Precept is plaia : For if we are 
unmindful of paſt Favours, with what Confidence can we 
deſire, with what Reaſon can we expect more? There- 
fore, as our Wants draw forth our Supplications, ſo ſhould 
they our Thankſgivings alſo : Becauſe, if we are deficient 
in the latter, we ſhall do no leſs Detriment to ourſelves, 
than Diſhonour to God, As this is an undervaluing of 
the Benefits which he aforetime conferr'd upon us, and 
conſequently a Deſpite to our Benefactor, 10 will it un- 
doubtedly ſtop the Current of his Bounty for the Time 
to come. 

Our Praiſes and Thankſgivings then ſhould keep Pace 
with our Supplications and Prayers: Forms of both, diſ- 
creetly intermix' d, ſhould compound our devotional Ser- 
vice. Whenever we pour out our Complaints before the 
Throne of God, beſeeching him to give us our daily Bread, 
and his Help in Time of Need; then ſhould we confeſs our 
Obligations to him, and glorify his Name for the good 
Things we at preſent enjoy; then ſhould we declare our 


T T hil. iv. 6. 


Senſe 


ſc 
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Senſe of his loving Kindneſs with joyful Lips, and tell of 
all his wondrous Works. | 

Again; As giving Thanks is a reaſonable and bounden, 
ſo is it a noble and excellent Service. Almighty God, 
indeed, has made all Things for his Praiſe and Glory ; 
but the inanimate Part of the Creation praiſe him onl 
paſſively; ſo far as they carry in them the Character of a 
divine Agent, and are ſo many involuntary Inſtances of 
infinite Wiſdom and Power. Whereas Man is furniſhed 
with ſuch Faculties, as enable him to glorify his Maker 
by an attrve and ſpontaneous Homage. 

Now, among all the Acts of a rational Worſhip, there 
is none that requires ſo ſtrong an Affection, and ſuch a 
lofty Elevation of Soul, as that of giving Thanks and 
Praiſes to the great Object of our Adoration. And this 
(J conceive) God himſelf has declared in theſe Words, 
* Whoſo offereth me Thanks and Praiſe, he honoureth me; 
That is, ſuch a one recognizeth the divine Perfections in 
a more glorious, and a more acceptable Manner. The 
Reaſon is, becauſe this is the moſt diſintereſted A& of 
Religion, The other Parts of our Worſhip are founded 
upon Self-regards. Thus, when we pray, it is for the 
Supply of our Wants ; and our Faith leans upon ſome fu- 
ture God; and Hope is ſuch an Expectation of it, as 
gives us preſent Delight : But in offering our Sacrifice of 
m we make an unmercenary Acknowledg- 
ment of the Goodneſs and Excellence of God: I ſay, an 


93 


unmer- 


(12) 
unmercenary Acknowledgment ; not but that. he, who 
gives Thanks, may have an Eye to future Advantage; 25 
in Truth, to be thankful for Favours receiv'd, is the beſt 
Means of procuring more: But then, altho* this may be 
the Intention of the Agent, yet, it cannot be the End of 
the Act; for the ſimple Nature of that is to celebrate the 
Goodneſs of God, purely on the Score of Benefits paſt, 
without any Reſpect to ſuch as are to come. 

In ſhort, praiſing that ſovereign Being, who has done 
ſo great Things for us, is our moſt excellent Work: A 
Work, common to the Church Militant, and to the 
Church Triumphant, which raiſes us into Communion 
and Fellowſhip with Angels and Saints. The Matter 
about which it is converſant, is always the Perfections of 

the divine Nature, and the Act itſelf is the Perfection of 
our own. And ſo oY | 

II. I proceed to my Second general Head, under 
which I propoſed to enumerate thoſe Bleſſings, which 
all Mankind ſhare in common, and which call for their 
conſtant and united Thankſgivings. 

It is undoubtedly the Duty of all Men without Excep- 
tion, eternally to ſing Praiſes unto God, and to magnify 
him with Thankſgiving, for that in hmm they Ive and 
move, and have their Being : For that he has given them 
Powers and Privileges above the other viſible Parts of 
the Creation: For that he has made them a litile lower 
than the Angels, and crown'd them with Glory and IA or- 
ſhip : For that he has breathed into them an immor- 
tal Principle, by which they not only thirſt after, but 
are 


(13) 
are qualified for immortal Joys: For that he has made 
this inferior World, and all its Inhabitants ſubſervient to 


their Convenience, and Comfort, and Pleaſure : For that 
(chro' his Appointment) the Showers deſcend to refreſh 


the Earth, and the Sun riſes to ripen the Fruits of it, 


and all for the Uſe of Man: For that his Providence is 
ever over them, watching their goings out, and com- 


ings in, and delivering them daily from a thouſand Dan- 


gers, which without his Help they could not eſcape. 
Theſe are Benefits common to all Men, whether Ori- 
ſtians, Fews, or Gentiles: And the Law of Nature lays 


an Obligation upon all indiſcriminately, 10 worſhip him, 


zo ſing of him, and to 8 his Name: To cry out with 
one united Voice, Behold the Works of God, how won- 
derful, how gracious he is in his Doings towards the Chil- 
dren of Men. : | 

But the Chriſtian World is farther bound to adore and 
rejoice in the Bounty and Goodneſs of God, for the 
Means of Grace and Hope of Glory, purchaſed for them 
by the Blood of his Son : For the merciful Diſpenſation 


of the Goſpel ; a Diſpenſation, that dire&s and ſani- 


hes our Lives, and propounds to our View and our Hope, 
Pleaſures at God's Right-Hand for evermore, and inſtructs 
us how we may infallibly arrive at them. 


The happy Evidences, and glorious Sanctions of the 


Evangelical Covenant, are proper Matter for our grate- 
ful Addreſſes to Heaven. At this Seaſon we ought parti- 


cularly to commemorate with Thankfulneſs the viſible 


Effuſion of the holy Spirit upon the Apoſtles : For that was 
| G ſuch 
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ſuch a Miracte, as not only demonſtrated the divine Au- 
thority of the Chriſtian Doctrine, but alſo enabled them 
to propagate it with greater Expedition throughout the 
World. . 

The Goſpel Inſtitution, is an eternal Topick of Praiſe, 
even to the moſt guilty, and the moſt miſerable: To the 
former, becauſe they are here directed how they may 
throw off their galling Yoke, and make their God and 
their Conſciences to be at Peace with them : To the 
latter, becauſe they are encouraged to rejoice in thoſe 
Croſſes and Vexations, which to the natural Man are in- 
tolerably grievous, as being taught from hence, that thoſe 
Vexations may be the means of freſh Supplies of Grace 


here, and of higher Degrees of Glory hereafter. 


In a word, here all Orders and Degrees of Men may 
find Relief for their ſeveral Neceſſities, and a ſure Foun- 
dation for their Hope of Immortality; and certainly no- 
thing more need be ſaid to convince them, that it ought 
to be the perpetual Subject of their devouteſt Thanłſ⸗- 
givings. 45 

III. I come now in the Third and Laſt Place, to re- 
mind you of thoſe diſtinguiſhing Allotments of Provi- 
dence, for which theſe Nations are peculiarly obliged to 
be thankful. | 
The Bleſſing firſt to be mention'd, becauſe firſt in Va- 
lue, is, that the Light of the Goſpel ſhines amongſt us 
with a glorious Luſtre: That we are in Poſſeſſion of the 
true Faith, as it was once deliver'd to the Saints, before 


a blaſphemous Pretence to Infallibility, and the Light 
8 7 within 


C15) 
within (only another Name for Infallibiliry) had diſguiſed 
and corrupted it. We may juſtly boaſt our ſelves Mem- 
bers, not only of the Catholick Church, but alſo of the 
belt reformed Part of it. A Church ſo far as it is eſtabliſh- 
ed (if there be any Diſtinction between te Toleration, 
and what we call e Eflabliſpment) truly Apoflolical; 
equally free from the redundant Impurities of Popery, 
and the defective Unſoundneſs of Enibuſiaſim. 
Happy are we, that we are as yet permitted to worſhip 
the God of our Fathers, in a Way, which ſome indeed out 
of , Mill, others out of Ignorance, call Supeiſtition; but 
which all, who have well learnt CHRIST, eſteem the Beau- 
ty of Holineſs. 
I might likewiſe, in order to ſet forth God's Goodneſs 
towards us, and to inflame our Gratitude towards Him, 
dwcll upon the peculiar Excellence of our Ci Conſtitu- 
7104; a Conſtitution admirably calculated to preſerve, both 
the Liberty of the Subject, and the Prerogative of the 
Prince. But perhaps it may be ask'd, how then came it 
to pals, that the Prerogative has ſometimes been extend- 
ed to the Oppreſſion of the Subject; and that the Subject 
has invaded the Prerogative of the Crown? My Anſwer 
is, this is not to be aſcribed to the Nature of the Conſti- 
tution, but to the Corruption, the inſatiable Avarice of 
thoſe, who ought to be the Guardians of it; nor can 
any Government be ſo fram'd, as to be abſolutely ſecure 
againſt Corruption: Becauſe the Adminiſtration muſt be 
committed to Men, who (ſo long as they are Men) will 
C-2 35 


(16) 
ever be liable to Temptation, and therefore may very poſ- 


ſibly betray their Publict Truſts for Private Ends. | 
I might add to this the Happineſs of our Situation; 


That our Lot is fallen in a fair Ground, that we have 4 
goodly Heritage: That we have a fertile Soil, which fur- 
niſhes all the Neceſſaries, moſt of the Delights of Life: 
A Climate wholſome, producing in its Inhabitants Vi- 
gour of Body, and Intrepidity of Mind. In a word, if 
we are without thoſe natural Embelliſhments, of which 
other Countries boaſt, we are alſo without thoſe Infelici- 
ties which they lament. | 

But I haſten to that ſignal Bleſſing, which at this Time 
demands our loudeſt Acclamations of Joy, and of Thank(- 
giving to God, he immediate Author of it. 

God indeed is the Author and Beſtower of all the 


Bleſſings and Advantages which we enjoy, whether na- 
tural, civil, or religious. But many he is pleaſed to con- 


vey to us by the Means of Second Cauſes, and the In- 
tervention of Men, who therefore ſhare in the Glory of 
them. 

But in the Caſe now to be mentioned, he made no Uſe 
of human Force or human Invention: It was not our 
Arm, our Chariots or Horſemen, that helped us; but 
it was entirely his Right Hand, and his Arm, and the 
Light of his Countenance, even becauſe he had a Favour 
unto us. . 

I mean the Reſtoration of King Charles II. to the Throne 
of theſe Kingdoms, which by Inheritance belong'd to 
him; together with the Re-eſtabliſhment of our _ 

an 
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and Civil Government upon their true and proper Founda- 
lions. 
This (I ſay) was eminently the Lord's Doing: And 
| marvelous it was to ſee this great End brought about with- 
out War, without Blood, in a ſtill and peaceable Manner, 
after our Loyal Forefathers, baffled in various Attempts, 
and reduced to Extremity, thought they had Reaſon en- 
tirely to deſpair of it. 

Marvelous it was to ſee an univerſal Inclination towards 
their haniſhed Sovereign, fo ſuddenly kindled in the People 
of theſe Kingdoms, of all Ranks, and Intereſts, and Opi- 
nions, when but a few Months before, his Name was ne- 
ver mention'd, but with Deriſion by his Enemies, and 
with Fear by his Friends. 

No leſs marvelous was it, to ſee the French ſuſpending 
their innate Enmity to this Nation, and contending with 
the Spaniards, who ſhould do moſt Honour to the Engliſu 
King, who ſhould ſend the kindeſt Invitations, who ſhould 
give the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of future Amity and Al- 
lance ; though (to uſe the Words of a * Noble Hiſtorian) 
he had lately been removed, with many Diſobligati- 
ons and Indignities, out of the Dominions of the one, 
and, with much Caution and Apprehenſion, permitted to 
paſs thro' the Territories of the other. 

Whence could proceed this ſurpriſing Change, both at 
Home and Abroad, but from him, who has the Hearts of 
Kings and of all Men in his Hand, and turneth them 


* Lord Clarendon. 


whither- 


whitherſoever he liſteth > Yes, this happy Diſpoſition wag 
from above: It was the ſecret Influence of God, which 
produced that wonderful Turn in the Minds of all Parties, 
towards forwarding that glorious End, which he has re- 
ſolv'd to accompliſh. 3 

But to take the true Meaſure of the Bleſſing of this 
Day, we mult look back to that horrid Scene of Miſery, 
from which it ſet us free. : 

If we take a ſhort View of the black Period, from the 
Commencement of the Rebellion againſt the Father, to 
the Reſtoration of the Son, we ſhall ſee Anarchy in full 
Triumph, ſcattering Slavery, Death, and Devaſtation 
throughout the Kingdom. We ſhall ſee the Courſe of 
Juſtice interrupted, the Diſtinction of Property confound- 
ed, our Civil and Religious Rights deſtroy'd. Nay, to 
compleat all, we ſhall ſee an Army (the conſtant Support 
of Uſurpation, and the neceflary Engine of Tyranny) 
walking to and fro in the Bowels of the Land, to the 
Terror of all that honour'd their King, or pitied their 
Country. „ 

Nor could any other Reaſon be aſſign'd at that Time 
for keeping up a ſtanding Force in this Iſland, (which Na- 
ture has guarded againſt foreign Powers) than to awe the 
the Loyaliſis into an Acquieſcence under their Oppreſſions, 
who would never be brought to a willing Obedience; 
who would otherwiſe have diſputed the Meaſures and Au- 
thority of the prevailing Faction; who would otherwiſe, 
in Defiance of their New Governors, have attempted to 


reſtore the Church and Monarchy of theſe — 
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To live under an Uſurpation is grievous, to wiſe and 
good Men; though the Uſurper ſhould chance to carry on 
his Adminiſtration with the Appearance of Juſtice, and 
ſhould uſe the Sword for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and 
for the Praiſe of them that do well: I ſay, this would yet 
be grievous to wiie and good Men; becauſe they know 
the Ordinances reſulting from ſuch an aflum'd Authority 
muſt be invalid, the judicial Deciſions unrighteous, and 


che pretended legal Executions ſo many ſolemn Murders. 


But, in the Times I am now ſpeaking of, there was no 


Appearance of Juſtice, no Footſteps of our old Conſtitu- 
tion remain'd, except the Name of Parliaments. 


Parliaments indeed are the Bulwark and Ornament of 


the Engliſh Government, when they anſwer the great End 


of their Inſtitution; when they act with an equal Regard 
to the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, and to the 
Rights and Intereſts of the Nation ; when they exert their 
own Privileges without deſtroying the Balance of Power, 


which they are bound to preſerve ; when, in a Word, they 


execute the high Truſt repoſed in them, with Juſtice and 
Prudence, with Fidelity and Fortitude. But the Vominal 
Parliaments (during our late Confuſions) were ſo modelled 
by ſcandalous Influences at Elections without Doors, and 
by no leſs ſcandalous excluding Votes within, that in- 
ſtead of being the Guardians of Liberty, they were the Tools 
if Tyranny in the Hands of thoſe, who had uſurped the 
ſupreme Power. Jo 

It we conſider the Condition of our Eccleſiaſtical Con- 


fiiturion, whilſt /acce/sful Perjury and Rebellion filled the 
Le Seat 


Enthuſiaſts and Fanarcks. 


Toleration is a National Sin, no leſs than eſtabliſhing Ini- 


Degree of Perſecution. And are theſe Men deſerving of 


by the Golden Rule of Equity) freely grants it to them, 
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Seat of Majeſty, we ſhall find our Holy Church (which had 

long been either the Praiſe or the Envy of the Nation) 
round us) overwhelm'd with Darkneſs and Affliction; Her 
Buildings prophaned, her Ordinances ridiculed, her Loyal 
and Orthodox Miniſters haled from Priſon to Priſon, and 
and her pious Sons forced to breath their Devotion and 
Complaints in ſecret, for fear of their Perſecutors, the 


— 


When thoſe precious Saints have the Dominion, then 


quity by a Law. But change the Scene, and ſet them be- 
low; then Liberty of Conſcience is a Natural Riyht; 
then the leaſt Reſtraint, or Negative Diſcouragement, is 


a Toleration ? No, ſurely! Nevertheleſs let them, in 
God's Name, enjoy it. The Church of England (truly 
moderate, and never acting out of Reſentment, but always 


though ſhe could never obtain it from them. 

But is it fit they ſhould be indulged, complimented and 
careſſed? Is it fit, that for their Sakes, the very Name of 
the Church of England ſhould be ſparingly mentioned, 
whilſt the Proteftant Cauſe is ſubſtituted in its Room; 
which indefinite Phraſe means nothing preciſely, but the 
Negative of Popery, and comprehends all other Reli- 
gions, even thoſe of the Qualer and the ew? 

This, I know, is called Moderation toward Diſſenten: 
It may, perchance, be Moderation, or rather Fondnels 
towards thoſe falſe Brethren ; but in regard to ard oy 

| * | O 
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Mother (the Church) it is ſhameful Lukewarmneſe, and 
Treachery. | Yo 
Another Evil, which will mark ont the Times I am 


Hypocriſy, which was then (as it were) the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion. | | 

The tremendous Name of God, and his ſacred Word, 
were proſtituted to the vileſt Purpoſes ; and the external 


tive to the moſt *abominable Crimes. 

The prous Diſſemblers of thoſe Days acted all their 
Treaſons, Rebellions and Sacrileges, under the Mask of 
Godlineſs, and extraordinary Illumination. When they 
had any ſpecial Work of Darkneſs to do, then would 
they formally ſeek the Lord in Faſting and Prayer. Thus 
when in their private Cabals they had devoted the beſt 
and beſt-natured King (that ever lived) to the Block; 
they firſt (like Cain) brought their Offering to God, and 
then with demure Countenances, and unrelenting Hearts, 


gave the execrable Blow. 
As to the Church: When they had her in their Power, 


which their tender Conſciences were ſo grievouſly offend- 
ed? Why they reformed her gentle Diſcipline into Ty- 
ranny, her pure Doctrines and Modes of Worſhip into 
Blaſphemy and Superſtition, and her Revenues into their 
own Coffers. | 7 | 

Can we now look back to theſe Storms happily over- 
paſt 2 Can we recolle& the various Circumſtances of 
D 1 Oppreſſion, 


ſpeaking of for eternal Abhorrence, was that dereflable 


Rites and Solemnities of Religion were made prepara- 


how did they reform thoſe imaginary Corruptions, at 


Oppreſſion, both Spiritual and Civil, from which this 
auſpicious Day delivered us, and not lift up our Heart 
and our Voice in Songs of Praiſe to our Almighty De- 
liverer ? 

*Tis indeed to be feared, that we have not been ſuffici- 
ently thankful for theſe ineſtimable Favours of Provi- 
dence ; ar leaſt, that our Thankfulneſs has not ſhew'd it 
ſelf in proper Effects, in Obedience to God, and in Loy- 
alty to his Vicegerent : I ſay, it is to be fear'd, that we 
have not been duly thankful, becauſe it did not pleaſe 
God to add Eſtabliſhment and Perpetuity to the Bleſſings 
which he reſtored to us, when he reſtored our King. 

But I would not fully the Luſtre of this Day, by the 
mention of any Calamities ſubſequent to it. No! Let 
the immediate fibres Conſequences of the King's Reſto- 
ration, and that glorious Scene of Order and Liberty, 
which his Royal Preſence introduced, entirely employ our 
Meditation. 55 ä | 

And a pleaſant Thing it is to conſider that the Eng/;/h 
Throne was once again filled with a Prince born to it, 
and deſerving of it. A Prince, in his Perſon, in his 
Deportment, in his Endowments natural and acquired, 
in every. View truly Majeſtick. A Prince, however a 
Change of Fortune from the loweſt Diſtreſs to the Height 
of Grandeur might betray him into ſome unjuſtifiable In- 
dulgences, yet ever tender of the Privileges of his Sub- 
jets, and ſtudious of their Safety, even whilſt he neg- 
lected his own. | | 


Then 


CC 
Then did Parliaments recover their antient Reputation, 
and original Authority: Then the Houſe of Commons was 
compos'd of Members of diftinguiſh'd Characters, and For- 
tunes, and Abilities ; Members freely and honourably cho- 
ſen by their Country; Members incapable of being in- 
 fluenc'd by the Throne, had the Poſſeſſor of the Throne 
been diſpoſed to have enlarged the Regal Authority, and 
to have reduced the Power of Parliaments ; Members in- . 
capable of being bribed, had there been a deſigning or 
diltreſſed Miniſtry to have made ſuch an Attempt upon 
them. 5 
Then was the Current of Juſtice turn'd into its right 
Channel, where it ran pure and unpolluted ; the vene- 
rable Fathers of the Law adminiſtring Judgment accord- 
ing to the Merits of the Cauſe before them, not according 
to previous Inſtructious, or the Polnical Characters of the 
Perions d. 
Then did the Church lift up her diſconſolate Head; re- 
poſleſs'd of her Evangelical and National Rights; and 
rejoicing to ſee her Doctrines, and the Adminiſtration of 
her Diſcipline committed to faithful Hands, not to Time- 
Servers, not to Party-Scriblers, but to Men truly Learned, 
Orthodox, Pious; ſuch as well underſtood her divine 
Original, and had Skill, and Courage, and Honeſty ta de- 
fend her, _ | 
Now ſurely theſe kind Vouchſafements demand our 
hearty Thanks for their own Sakes, much more as they 
are clear and convincing Evidences of God's gracious Diſ- 
polition towards us. For, although we have ſince ſmarted, 
| | and 


